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NEXT MEETING

The next Branch meeting will be held on Thursday, 23 October, at 7.30 p.m. in
the Benham Seminar Room, 2nd floor in the Zoology Department. Members
are welcome to park in the car park in front of the Zoology building at 340
Great King Street and to use the elevator to reach the second floor. We
have two speakers arranged. Charlene Lutes, the National President of
NZFGW, will be in Dunedin and will be present at our meeting; and Helen
Milne, a student at Queen’s High School, will tell us about her experiences at
the Apec Young Scientist Conference held in South Korea in August, for
which she was selected through her involvement with the New Zealand
Marine Studies Centre at Portobello. We gave Helen some financial help to
attend the Conference by granting her a Young Achiever Award.

The last Branch meeting for 2008 will be held on Thursday, 27 November, at
7.30 p.m. also in the Benham Seminar Room in the Zoology Department, 340
Great King Street. The speakers will be two Young Members of our Branch:
Kalinka Rexer-Huber, one of our Committee members, will tell us about her
post-graduate research; and Antje Lubcke will give a presentation on her
post-graduate research, hoping for our feed-back as she will be practising
for a conference presentation as well as enlightening us.

Coralie Daniel, Meeting Coordinator

Members wishing to register an apology for meetings are asked to do so by
contacting the President, Lorraine Isaacs, using her answerphone.  Editor



LAST MEETING

The last meeting was the 87th Annual General Meeting of NZFGW (Otago
Branch). The minutes will appear in the newsletter preceding the 2009 AGM.

An entertaining address was provided by Professor Amanda Smith Barusch,
Gerontologist and Head of the Department of Social Work and Community
Development at the University of Otago. She spoke about the book she has
just published called “Love Stories of Later Life”. The research was carried out
in California among older people in retirement villages and rest homes: from
her findings, no one need worry about their ability to fall in love or become
infatuated despite their advancing years!

Lorraine Isaacs

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Margery Blackman and Jane Malthus, who received the
Otago Settler's Association's Outstanding Service Award at their Winter
meeting. The specially designed badge was created to honour members
who had served on the OSA committee for at least a decade or in some
other way had given outstanding service.

MESSAGE FROM A MEMBER

There is general concern about the financial problems of the Dunedin
Community Hospice, and one of our members Dawn Ibbotson is
endeavouring to contribute by raising $1,000 by the sale of her Flower Cards.

They sell in packets of 4 with envelopes, priced at $5.00 and will be available
at our meetings.
Dawn Ibbotson

NATIONAL FEDERATION NOTICES

TRAINING TO BE LIKE SARAH

At present, Don and | are staying with my sister and her husband at a lovely
lakeside golf community in Virginia, enjoying visiting with relatives and old
friends. In the United States, autumn is the season for hurricanes and politics.
Dare | say that both run on hot airg Seriously, the news has been dominated
by the nomination of Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska as the Republican vice-
presidential candidate. She has been described as a ‘maverick,” which my
computer-side dictionary defines as a ‘lost, unbranded calf’. In the old West,
an unbranded calf belonged to no one, thus the term can be used to
describe a political independent who is beholden to no vested interests. The
McCain campaign is making much of this image, including the name



‘Straight Talk Express’ for their campaign vehicles.

Along with millions of others, | watched Sarah Palin’s acceptance speech to
try to make an assessment of this unexpected nominee. | saw an extremely
effective speaker who projected an image of warmth, humour, energy,
courage, passion, and patriotism. She made much of her attractive family,
describing herself as a ‘hockey mom,’ and identifying herself with many
families who struggle with problems by bringing forward her (as yet) unwed,
pregnant daughter and son with Down Syndrome. Her sallies at the
Democrats, such as her remark, ‘I have always been proud of my country’,
conveyed positive statements about McCain and herself, while the contrast
with the Democrats (Michelle Obama in this case) would have been
understood by all her listeners.

The media initially raised the issue of her family responsibilities, some
women(!) commentators saying that she would have to neglect her family
for the work of the Vice President. Women have responded saying (a) no
one would raise such an issue if Palin were a man, and (b) ordinary women
all over the country do more than Palin would be called upon to do as Vice
President (or even President) without household help or secretaries and all
the other resources a Vice President could call upon. Also, Palin was
crificised as inexperienced, until she pointed out, that as mayor of a town
and governor of a state, she had much more executive experience than
Obama and Biden combined. Time will be required to assess her candidacy
and its effect on the election more fully, but, certainly in the first few days,
she has made a strong impression.

Just forty-eight hours after Palin’s nomination, my sister got an email from one
of our many cousins, attaching a factual but favourable synopsis of Palin’s
career, with the note that her (my cousin’s) Bible study teacher had
recommended sending it to their contacts, and we have got similar material
from others since. This reminded me of the extraordinary power of women'’s
networks, in this case, those of religious conservatives. | would not be
surprised to learn that Palin had belonged to a ‘Bible study group’ in her
hometown, which would have provided practice in leadership and a
support base for her initial ventures into polifics.

NZFGW once provided such training and support for women. Do we still do
so¢ If not, why not?¢
Charlene Lutes, National President

INTERNATIONAL NOTICE

Amanda Ellis
Amanda was one of the presenters in the Project Five O workshop at the
Commission on the Status of Women in the NGO programme. She originates



from Dunedin, having had her education here and is presenting the BNZ
Seminar on Thursday 6 November 2008 at the Hutton Theatre, Otago
Museum

Her title is: “"How women are changing the world of business - a World Bank
perspective”. The seminar is being held at 6.00pm “drinks and nibbles”™ with
Amanda starting her presentation at 6.30pm. RSVPs for catering purposes to
ahughes@business.otago.ac.nz, phone 479 5197 by Friday 31 October.
Louise Croot, IFUW President

BRANCH TREASURER

Subscriptions
Members should have received their 2008/09 Subs notice in the mail along
with June's newsletter. Note that the membership year runs from July 1, 2008 -
June 30, 2009. Please send your subs payment to the Box number, Box 6334,
Dunedin North, or directly to me at the School of Dentistry, as soon as
possible.

Elaine Watson, Branch Treasurer

PUBLIC AFFAIRS CONVENER - PAC

Women's scholarships may need to be targeted.

Women-only scholarships may contravene the Human Rights Act unless they
target areas of education in which women are under represented, a Human
Rights Commission judgement has indicated. The Commission stopped short
of making any blanket ruling on the issue, saying each scholarship would
need to be judged individually.

The commission responded in July that scholarships offered by charitable
trusts were exempt from the Human Rights Act and last month followed that
up with its judgement on the issue. The Commission said that statistics
showed that more women than men of working age did not have
qualifications and that women were not necessarily getting the best job
value for their education efforts due to their narrow range of study fields. ‘This
would suggest that scholarships designed to support women students in non-
traditional areas of study could be justified, whereas a scholarship for women
to complete a general arts degree may not.’ (Education Review September
52008.)

Jean Silver, National PAC

CONVENER FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS - C. I. R.

In August this year Steve Chadwick, the Women's Affairs Minister, accepted



a torch (one of a hundred travelling the world) to emphasize New Zealand's
commitment to the Women of the World and to working even harder to
achieve the Millennium Development Goal 3. This is the goal that seeks to
promote gender equality and empower women at all levels. The global call
to action on this goal is a Danish Government-led initiative and emphasises
the fact that women are the backbone of many societies yet are more likely
to be poor and malnourished with less access to medical help than men.
Shirley Gillett, CIR

MEMBERSHIP

We are very pleased to welcome Elizabeth Lukeman, Hazel Murray and Yi
Tian - Ting to NZFGW. We look forward to seeing you at one of our upcoming
meetingsl!. Elaine Watson, Membership Secretary

YOUNG MEMBERS COMMITTEE

Welcome to our new Young Members' representative, Sian Halcrow. We
look forward to working with her on the committee. We are also pleased to
be welcoming back Julia Albrecht, Martine Cashell-Smith, Karen Hartshorn,
and Kalinka Rexer-Huber as Young Members' reps. We will have an initial
planning meeting of the Young Members' reps in the next month where we
will start to draft plans for Young Member activities in 2009. These include
social get-togethers, lunchtime lectures, a workshop. and the annual Winter
Lecture. If you have any ideas for events. please let us know.

Supper for the AGM

Thanks to all the Young Members who provided food for the AGM supper
and those who helped host it on the night. The supper was very well
received and much praise was lavished upon us about the standard of it.
Thanks to your help, we have received a generous donation from the
branch towards our Young Members' travel fund.

Martine Cashell-Smith (martine.cashellsmith@gmail.com)
Julia Albrecht (jalbrecht@business.otago.ac.nz)

Sian Halcrow (sian.halcrow@anatomy.otago.ac.nz)

Karen Hartshorn (karen.hartshorn@stonebow.otago.ac.nz)
Kalinka Rexer-Huber (thiskiwiflies@gmail.com)

NEW HORIZONS FOR WOMEN TRUST

On Monday 8 September, the Trust held an award ceremony at which the
Branch was represented by the President, Lorraine Isaacs. “The Dawn and
Arthur Ibbotson Award” for second-chance education was awarded to
Anna Day and was presented to her by Dawn herself, who expressed
pleasure that Anna was studying in her own chosen field.



Part of the citation reads as follows: ‘... Anna took the brave step of studying
full-time this year. ... Once she has completed her degree [CAS], Anna hopes
to work in product development or technological research. ... Anna plays an
active role in her children’s school life, helping with school trips and
fundraising. Weekends see her on the sidelines for netball (Lilly, 8) and
hockey (Samuel, 5) games.”

OTAGO INSTITUTE

Members are cordially invited to attend the 12 noon lectures sponsored by
the Otago Institute in the Burns 1 Lecture Theatre. The November 12th lecture
is fo be given by lan McGee of the University of Otago. lan’s lecture is called
“A Beginners’ guide to making cheap and cheerful natural history
documentaries.”

DUNEDIN BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN - BPW

The Dunedin members are holding a Xmas Fair from épm to 9pm on Tuesday
18 November at the Otago Golf Club, tickets just $5 each. They suggest that
friends make up a party and have an evening out, as there will be stalls
selling all kinds of items suitable as Christmas gifts and the bar will be selling
drinks at reduced prices. If any members are interested, please contact me
and | will send tickets out to you.

Jan Furniss, Editor

HELEN BENSON AWARDS

Earlier in the year we received a long letter from one of last year's Helen
Benson Award recipients in which she thanked us for our help and gave
details of her studies in Theology and Lay Leadership. One quote may be of
interest to members, “Apart from the financial benefits it helped my husband
take me a little bit more seriously, to see the work | do is valued”.

Jan Furniss, HBA Convener

PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES

Minutes of the NZFGW (Otago) meeting on 25 September 2008, will be
available next year as the meeting was the Annual General Meeting.

DEADLINE DATE

The next closing date for copy for the November Newsletter is Sunday
November 8™,

Jan Furniss, Editor [kfurniss@xtra.co.nz/(03) 477-6642/8 Elder Street, Dn 9016]




